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sounds and signs. The so-called grammar proper is divided into two parts, compris- 
ing thirty "lessons." The leading features of each lesson are an instalment of gram- 
mar summarizing some topic — beginning with articles and continuing in the usual 
sequence — followed by several exercises in which a simple prose extract is dished up 
in various forms and inversions for easy reading, composition, and conversation. 
These prose selections are usually well made up, of suitable grade for the purpose, 
and skilfully combined with a judicious introduction of graded vocabulary. Part I 
deals with "Accidence" or grammatical rudiments. Part It concerns itself specially 
with irregular verbs. The "Reader" (85 pages) is composed of extracts (trozos esco 
gidos) from Gil Bias, a selection from the cuentos of Alarcon, and several anecdotal 
passages. This last part has no particular originality, and might be supplied equally 
well by any good prose text. 

The book is one of the numerous works for language study that attempt to 
minimize the prescription of grammar by administering it in small doses and dis- 
guising its flavor, as a skilful physician does with his drugs, or as the fond mother is 
said to do sometimes in giving physic to her precious one by covering it up (the 
physic, not the latter) in syrup or preserves. The coddling, spoon-feeding process 
has its warm advocates who may profit therefrom in the culture of their tender wards. 
But we do not mean to say that the present volume is designed primarily for such an 
effeminate class of youthful patrons. It is is a good work of its kind and shows a 
compiler of competence for his subject. Yet we doubt whether the system on which 
it is based can be safe in all respects, save when employed by a thoroughly competent 
director — as the author himself — prepared on his own part to co-operate with it 
effectively by abundance of scholarship and experience. Without these the linguistic 
results and the mental training are in danger of being anaemic rather than robust. 
For the foundation or outline of grammatical knowledge it offers — and the way it is 
offered — cannot be final for those who aim at acquiring any degree of thoroughness 
in their conscious hold on the language. It embodies and illustrates one highly 
important principle — that of recognizing early reading and furnishing abundant drill 
therein. 

Spanish and English Conversation. First and Second Part. By Aida E. 
Pinney. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1902. 2 vols. Pp. 107 and m. 
The nature of this work is indicated by its title and the prefatory statement that 
"no attempt has been made to teach the grammar except by example." We are 
further encouraged by the assurance that by the method employed " the pupil will 
without conscious effort acquire a grammatical as well as an idiomatic use of the lan- 
guage." Each volume (or book) has twenty " lessons," in the form of a body of 
Spanish sentences grouped on as many pages and supplemented, on the opposite 
pages, by an equal number of "verb drills," each based on the corresponding lesson. 
There follows a body of prose selections for more connected readings. The whole of 
this matter, including the preface, is then translated in regular sequence and appended 
to the foregoing as the second half of the volume, which thus serves as a key to the 
first half. The second volume (or book) pursues the same method and is character- 
ized by the same features, save that it has the further advantage of what the author 
announces as " a regular progressive scale upward, so that each conversation lesson 
may prove a stepping-stone to added knowledge of and familiarity with the tongue 
desired." 
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No formal instruction of any kind is offered by the two volumes except in pro- 
nunciation. But this omission does not necessarily constitute any blemish in the 
book, since the title formally precludes the expectation of such matter. The preten- 
sions of the author, however, for imparting " a grammatical as well as an idiomatic 
use of the language " cannot be taken seriously. Indeed, the statement is a misnomer 
tending to lead into distinct error. The volumes, one or both, might be used as an 
auxiliary of some interest to the regular serious study with classes able to afford such 
digressions, although these are usually provided, in some measure, by the reputable 
grammars in use. The work in question has no distinctive originality, and hardly 
accomplishes more than to add to a collection, already overgrown, of publications 
trying with indifferent success to solve the problem of short-cuts in language study. If 
a teacher is desirous of providing a basis of special idiomatic conversational Spanish 
in his classes, he cannot do better than adopt one of the several good ecos, or, better 
still, the manual to be found in the excellent series of conversational dictionaries (in 
French, Spanish, and Italian) published by Nutt. In this case he will have something 
that approximates to sensible classification, while furnishing an abundance of useful 
practical examples of the current idiom. 

R. E. Bassett. 

The University of Kansas. 



Accounting and Business Practice. For Use in All Schools Where Book- 
keeping is Taught. By John H. Moore and George W. Miner. 
Boston: Ginn & Co., 1902. Pp. iv+400, 8vo. 

While not differing materially in' scope from many of its predecessors, the 
present work has some points of real excellence. It proceeds directly to the subject- 
matter, avoiding the vicious precedent of attempting to outline the theory of econom- 
ics in a text-book on accounting. There is a logical discussion of why entries should 
be made in a certain way and not merely a formulation of specific rules. An instance 
of this is found in reference to the treatment of cash sales to regular customers; where 
satisfactory reasons are given instead of arbitrary directions. The sets of exercises, 
each setting forth" the transactions of some particular business, do not differ merely in 
the names of commodities and the weights and measures used, but show a real differ- 
ence in their difficulty and complexity, which increase steadily as the student advances. 
And, finally, the work is to be commended for clear expression and satisfactory 
illustrations. 

A very few slips appear in the statement of facts or in the use of terms. The 
definition, " Inventories are all resources and liabilities of the business that are not 
found in the regular books of entry," the use of "shares" as applied to bonds, and 
the statement in regard to the accumulation of surplus by national banks, are errors of 
so little effect on the general character of the book as to deserve no mention in a 
review, save in the hope that the notice may lead to a more perfect text in the first 
revision of the work. 

A question may be raised as to whether an elementary text-book should contain 
matter which cannot concern the great majority of students. The young bookkeeper 
does not need to know the details of organizing a national bank or of incorporating a 
stock company. One ordinarily consults a lawyer in such a move and certainly does 
not rely on the details which may have been learned years before in a secondary- 



